Pregnancy hypertension, parity, and the renin-angiotensin system.
Factors which influence levels of plasma AII in late pregnancy have been studied in 50 primigravidas and 53 multigravidas. A highly significant relationship has been shown between diastolic blood pressure and plasma AII (r = 0.4190 p less than 0.005) in primigravidas but not in multigravidas (r = 0.205; p less than 0.3). Multiple regression analysis and analysis of covariance have been applied to a series of independent variables with plasma AII as the dependent variable. The single most important variable related to AII levels in primigravidas was diastolic blood pressure whereas in multigravidas it was proteinuria. Rhesus blood group was shown to have a significant effect in both parity groups, Rh-negative primigravid women exhibiting higher values of AII.